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Town of Sunapee

Water & Sewer Commission

December 15, 2011 Minutes


Board of Commissioners Meeting 

December 15, 2011
Sunapee Town Offices
PRESENT: Theodore Gallup-Chairman, David Cain, David Montambeault, Charles Smith, Peter Hill, Kenneth Meyer, Paul Manson.

Also present: Holly Leonard, David Bailey, Terri White, Peter Urbach, Sherwood Moody.
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

1. Sunapee Center:  The Chairman addressed Sherwood M., and Peter U., they joined the discussion. Theodore G. read David M.’s proposed motion that was distributed with the Commission packets: 

I make a motion to accept the water and sewer mains at the Sunapee Center with the following conditions: 

1. Only if the town accepts the Library article to purchase the property at Sunapee Center at town meeting.
2. We will accept the ductile iron water line that feeds Sunapee Center to the curb stop, anything beyond the curb stop is the property owner’s responsibility.

3. The other water line will be dug up at the main and a new curb stop will be installed. The property owner will be responsible for anything beyond the curb stop.

4. A third curb stop will be installed where the new line to the library connects to the main prior to or at the time the line is dug up for the library. The library will not be able to make a final connection until all of these curb stops are installed.

5. The proper owner would have to provide appropriate maintenance easements to the Town.

6. All sewer lines are the responsibility of the property owner, only the sewer main is the responsibility of the Town.

The motion was seconded by Charles S., David M. stated that in the past any time the Town voted to do new Town buildings the Commission has done all they can to enhance that, and that the Town has bent over backward to help the Commission meet their goals, so the Commission should do the same for the Town. Theodore G. stated that he did not vote for taking over the mains at the last meeting as there were none of the stipulations that David M. addressed in his motions at that time. Theodore G. questioned if there was a new purchase and sales agreement that does not contain some of the questionable wording that had been in the original one. Sherwood M. read the portion of the agreement that Theodore was concerned with. Theodore G. stated that he feels the word “improvements” is too open ended with regards to future development, and he would like to see that removed as well as the phases. Sherwood M. explained that the phases were part of the legal description of the property, and needed to be included to allow for subdivision into separate lots. Sherwood M. stated that there could be an amendment to the purchase and sales agreement, Peter U. agreed with amending the agreement. There was some discussion regarding the mains and how they are owned and maintained, as well as any ramifications to the Water & Sewer Commission for taking these mains over. David M. mentioned that William Roach had passed, and that he had always used the argument that taking over of mains adds to the value of the Town as a whole. Paul M. questioned if Dave B. had any preference on which route the sewer line should take. Dave B. stated that the higher route would run out of the easement. Peter B. stated that the library planned to use the lower easement to run the sewer line because it was within the easement. David C. stated that he is not opposed to running lines to the library but he thinks that they should only be to the curb. There was some discussion regarding the reason for not having the Town take responsibility for the road and who owns other roads with mains in them around Town. Voted 5 in favor, 1 opposed, and 1 abstained that this would be the departments fault for not inspecting it and insisting it be changed. Charles H. pointed out that the bank is taking more responsibility than the average user by owning all the way to the main. Voted 2 in favor, 3 opposed, 1 abstained, the motion passes in the majority, so declared by the Chairman.

There was some discussion regarding the new Claremont Community Center.

2. Forms for Signing: 
November 17, 2011 Meeting Minutes: David M. made a motion to accept the minutes as printed, seconded by Kenneth M., voted unanimously in the affirmative, so declared by the Chairman.
November Sewer Purchase Journal:  David M. made a motion to accept the Sewer Purchase Journal as printed, seconded by Peter H., after some discussion regarding Irving Oil, voted 6 in favor, 1 abstained, the motion passes in the majority, so declared by the Chairman. 

November Water Purchase Journal:  David M. made a motion to accept the Water Purchase Journal as printed, seconded by Charles S., voted unanimously in the affirmative, so declared by the Chairman. 

GAS 17 Abatement Request: After some discussion regarding the property, David M. made a motion to accept the abatement, seconded by Paul M., voted unanimously in the affirmative, so declared by the Chairman.

JCR 761 Abatement Request: David M. made a motion to accept the request for abatement, seconded by Kenneth M., voted unanimously in the affirmative, so declared by the Chairman.

3. Wastewater Treatment Highlights:  
Dave B. reported that the plant is running pretty well and that they have been doing some sampling to see how the UV will work at Sunapee’s plant. Dave B. reported that the price of pack is going up and how employees are trying to use less of the chemical while still staying in compliance with the phosphorus limits. Dave B. reported that the Muffin Monster had failed last week and that they had replaced the motor with a used on that they had on hand. Dave B. stated that he is planning on doing a toxicity test the first or second week of January.

Wright-Pierce contract amendment #2: Kenneth M. questioned forgoing the pilot testing for the ultraviolet and if this was a contradiction within the contract amendment. Dave B. will ask Neil C. about this issue. 
4. Water Treatment Highlights:  Dave B. reported lead and copper samples at the gym and the Elementary School had come back passing, and that 20 more samples were being sent out this week to make it in for the year end. 
Dave B. reported that he has asked for another quote for replacing the water intake pipe and that the person he met with this week thinks that there will be issues with air in the line if it is installed the way that was proposed, so he felt that the best way to go about the replacement would be to burst the old pipe and install a new one. There was some discussion regarding the article and perhaps changing it and regarding hiring an engineer.
Dave B. reported that the skating rink has been flooded and that it used 14,000 gallons to fill. Dave B. is proposing putting in a hydrant on the raw water line next summer for maintaining the skating rink.

Dave B. stated that they are working on the water lines at the storage tanks and that it is slow going due to the amount of groundwater in the ground. 

5. Old & New Business:
Holly L. passed out proposed changes to the intertown agreement, and there was some discussion regarding getting any input possible on this.
6:45 p.m. David M. made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Charles S., voted unanimously in the affirmative, so declared by the Chairman.

Submitted by Holly Leonard.
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