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Town of Sunapee

Water & Sewer Commission

September 29, 2005 Minutes


Board of Commissioners Meeting 

September 29, 2005

Sunapee Town Offices

PRESENT: Robert Henry-Chairman, Tracy Nangeroni-Vice-Chairman, Charles Smith, John Wheeler, Helen Charpentier, David Montambeault, Aaron Simpson.

Also present:  Holly Leonard, David Bailey, Gordon Starkey, Gus Seamans, Betsy Beoge, Mike Snow, Frank Grant.

Chairman Henry called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

1. Forms For Signing:  

August 25, 2005 Meeting Minutes: John W. made a motion to approve the minutes as printed, seconded by David M., voted unanimously in the affirmative, so declared by the Chairman.

September 2005 Sewer Purchase Journal: David M. made a motion to accept the September 2005 sewer purchase journal as printed, seconded by John W., after some discussion, voted unanimously in favor, so declared by the Chairman.

September 2005 Water Purchase Journal:  David M. made a motion to accept the September 2005 water purchase journal as printed, seconded by Aaron S., after some discussion, voted unanimously in the affirmative, so declared by the Chairman.

WS Abatement Request: The request was tabled for discussion later in the meeting.

2. Wastewater Treatment Highlights:
David B. introduced Frank Grant from Blue River Technologies. Frank presented the geotube proposed set up utilizing roll off containers to place the bags in. Frank G. has been testing at the plant today in order to find the proper polymer to be used with the bags. Blue River Technologies recommends an emulsion polymer because of the ease of use. Frank G. stated that there would be a need for about $5,000 worth of equipment that would need to be purchased for initial set up. There was some discussion regarding the other proposal, winter use of the bags, and how the polymer is mixed with the sludge and sent to the bag. There was some discussion regarding the pilot study and what had been approved. Robert H. questioned the drying time and how long it will take to fill a bag. Frank G. stated that there would be 3 fillings of the bag before it is full. There was much discussion regarding how long the bags would last and the need for purchasing the equipment. There was some discussion about covering the bag, utilizing dumpsters, concrete slab or other alternatives. Frank G. stated that if the decision was made to go ahead with the pilot and then it was decided not to continue, then Blue River would take the equipment back and credit the costs. Charles S. made a motion to accept Blue River’s proposal, seconded by Dave M., there was some discussion regarding a letter to EPA and the state. Dave B. stated that he would like to see this happen and give the process a try to see if it works. Aaron S. would go with the 2 bags and 2 containers. There was some discussion regarding site work and timing of the set up. Frank G. could have this set up by the week of October 17th. There was some discussion regarding pouring concrete in the winter. Gus S. would like Sunapee to call some of the references to find out how they feel about the outcome of the geotube dewatering process. John W. would modify the motion to have Dave B. contact the references prior to any approval. Charles S. stated that there was already an approval to spend up to $10,000. Dave M. withdrew his second, Charles S. withdrew his motion. Aaron S. made a motion to go with Blue River Technologies for a test using 2 bags, subject to Dave B. contacting several of the references prior to the expenditure, and with written approval that Blue River will purchase back the equipment if the process proves unsatisfactory, seconded by Dave M., voted unanimously in favor, so declared by the Chairman. 

David B. reported that he and David M. had shot some elevations of the manholes on Route 11 in Georges Mills. The elevations show that the 2 manholes on the lakeside of Route 11 can be raised by 1’ each. There was much discussion regarding homes and cellar elevations and an engineering study of the raising of the manholes. Dave M. made a motion to hire Underwood Engineers to check into the raising of the 2 manholes, seconded by Aaron S., voted unanimously in favor, so declared by the Chairman. 

New London Commissioners departed at 6:57 p.m.

3. Robert H. questioned why Michael Snow had attended the meeting. Mike S. stated that he had contacted Holly L. regarding the wetland issue at Dewey Beach pump station with regards to any correspondence with DES regarding the wetlands on his father’s property. There was some discussion regarding what records could be copied. Mike S. can come look through the files but can only get copies of any correspondence not of a legal nature.

4.  Water Treatment Highlights:  Dave B. reported that the generator which was supplied by the bridge contractor had failed at River Road. On Wednesday the generator supplied by Hanson had been put on line and Public Service had taken down the lines, Dave B. turned on the pump and the generator died. Dave b. called Hanson and Public Service and had the power reconnected to the pump station. Dave b. feels that Public Service will put in a new pole and reconnect the wires to the pump station in about 2 weeks. 

Meter readings have been finished. There was some discussion regarding how many employees go out to read the meters. 

Robert H. would like to hold another meeting in a couple of weeks to look into the budgets and get them finalized. Robert H. would propose delaying the budget discussion until October 13 at 5:30 all decided in favor.

5. Old & New Business:  
White Shutters Abatement Request: There was some discussion regarding the number of units and if there was any fault in the connection to the meter. Dave M. feels that there may have been a problem caused by the initial connection. John W. made a motion to grant the $1,000 abatement with the provision that this will be applied to the next bill and is the final abatement for the problem, seconded by Charles S., after some discussion regarding installation of the meters, voted 5 in favor, 1 abstention, passes in the majority, so declared by the Chairman. 

Safety Services Complex: The Town has requested help with the labor to put in the new line. Dave B. stated that at certain times of year there might not be labor available to help the Town. Robert H. feels that the department can’t commit to too much due to the lack of help. John W. made a motion to indicate to the town manager that the Water & Sewer Department will supply labor and equipment as available, to assist in laying the water line to the safety services building, seconded by Tracy N., after some discussion, voted 5 in favor, 1 abstention, passes in the majority, so declared by the Chairman. 

Building Dedications:  David M. made a motion to dedicate the River Road Pump station calling it the Gordon Ramspott pump station, Harbor Hill to be called the William Roach water treatment plant, and the Georges Mills pump station to be named after Ronald Wyman, after some discussion Charles S. withdrew his second, David M. withdrew his motion. David M. made a motion to put up a plaque at River Road in honor of the three long time Commissioners, seconded by Charles S., voted unanimously in favor, so declared by the Chairman. 

John W. questioned if Granliden had sent any proposals to the Commission yet? Holly L. stated that they would have a proposal for the October meeting. 

Holly L. will bring copies of the Capital Improvement list to the budget meeting. There was some discussion regarding Lake Avenue and the contingency. It was decided to invite Michael Metcalf to the October 13th meeting.

Dave B. stated that he had been approached by Bob Bell who is doing a development on Prospect Hill Road and would like to put in some sort of water pumping station to serve his development. There was some discussion regarding this being similar to Granliden. Dave M. would have him come and talk to the Commission about what he is proposing.

Dave B. would like to improve the flow charts at Georges Mills so that he can better track the recharge of the 2 wells. He will find out the cost and present the amount at a future date to the Commission.

Dave B. had a citizen ask if they could fill their pool using water from a fire hydrant. The Commission will discuss this issue at the next regular meeting.

8:28 p.m. Aaron S. made a motion to adjourn, seconded by David M., voted unanimously in the affirmative, so declared by the Chairman.

Submitted by Holly Leonard.
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