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Town of Sunapee

Water & Sewer Commission

December 29, 2005 Minutes


Board of Commissioners Meeting 

December 29, 2005

Sunapee Town Offices

PRESENT: Robert Henry-Chairman, Charles Smith, Aaron Simpson, Tracy Nangeroni.

Also present: Holly Leonard, David Bailey, Gordon Starkey, Betsy Beoge, Robert Bell, Larry Dufault.

Absent:  David Montambeault, John Wheeler, Helen Charpentier.

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and reported that David Bailey had passed his Grade II Wastewater Treatment Operator exam. Everyone congratulated David Bailey.

1. Forms for Signing:  

November 17, 2005 Meeting Minutes:  After a correction to the minutes and some discussion regarding the non-public session, Charles S. made a motion to approve the minutes as amended, seconded by Aaron S., voted unanimously in favor, so declared by the Chairman.

November 2005 Sewer Purchase Journal:  After some discussion, Tracy N. made a motion to approve the purchase journal for November 2005 as printed, seconded by Charles S., voted unanimously in favor, so declared by the Chairman.

November 2005 Water Purchase Journal:  Aaron S. made a motion to approve the Water Purchase Journal for the period of November 1 through November 30 as presented, seconded by Tracy N., voted unanimously in favor, so declared by the Chairman.

LMS 97 Abatement Request:  Aaron S. made a motion to approve the abatement request for LMS 97, seconded by Tracy N., voted unanimously in favor, so declared by the Chairman. 

2. Wastewater Treatment Highlights:  Dave B. reported that William Marland and Arthur Mitts had passed their grade I Wastewater Treatment Operator tests when he had passed his grade II. 

A/D Instruments has been at the treatment plant to look into the option of installing more alarms to ensure that someone is called out if a chlorine pump or other equipment is not operating. 

Dave B. has not yet shipped out the geo-tubes because the state needed to issue the town a transporting license. In the meantime he has been looking into more cost efficient ways of getting rid of the sludge in the bags. He did check the bags yesterday and they were frozen so he is not certain that Claremont wants the sludge in this state. Gordon S. stated that the landfills elsewhere do not mind the bags themselves. After some discussion regarding what should be done and moving the bags it was decided that the disposal of the sludge could wait.

Aaron S. questioned if the alarms that were installed ran through the phone lines, he feels that this could be an issue as New London had problems with their phone lines not working during an emergency. Dave B. is looking into having individual alarms installed at each of the pump stations. This would tell which station is calling so the operator responding does not need to go to the treatment plant to find out. Robert H. would propose looking into radio alarm systems to make sure there is no issues with the phone system. 

Robert H. questioned if Underwood had started looking into the Georges Mills manhole and the weir at the treatment plant. Dave B. reported that he had spent a morning with the engineers. Gordon S. questioned if they had given any indication of when they may have some results. Dave B. will check with them.

Betsy B. questioned what was being done at the pump stations that had problems overcoming the head on Jobs Creek. Dave B. has had Pump Systems out to do some pressure readings and find out what the cost would be to change the pumps. Dave B. also had a second company look into them and they felt that there would be an issue with the generator at Pump Station 2 if the pumps were moved from one station to another. Gordon S. stated that Gus S. had requested some pump station run times. Holly L. had faxed those some time ago; Holly L. gave Gordon S. a copy of the August run times that had been faxed.

New London Commissioners reported that Ed Rushbrook estimates the cost of the Georges Mills spill may be assessed at approximately $250,000 for fixing the problems. There was some discussion regarding putting the job out to bid. Betsy B. reported that New London is looking into different ways of assessing the billing from New London to Sunapee and this may require reworking the intertown agreement.

The next joint quarterly meeting will be on January 26, 2006 in Sunapee.

London departed at 6:10.

3. Water Treatment Highlights:  Dave B. reported that A/D instruments had installed new flow charts at the Georges Mills well site. These will allow better monitoring of the wells recharge times. Charles S. questioned how much water is being drawn from the wells. Dave B. stated that each cycle is approximately 50,000 gallons, in the summer they may cycle once a day and in the winter it cycles only about 4 time per week. 

Charles S. questioned if the state had responded to the request to increase the capacity at the Slow Sand Filter Plant. They have not yet responded. 

Dave B. reported that filter 3 has been cleaned, and he is purchasing a new chlorine pump with an alarm that calls if the pump is not running. 

4. Old & New Business:  Robert H. reported that there has been a budget meeting with the selectmen and 2 members of the Budget Advisory Committee. The proposed warrant both the selectmen and the BAC have supported articles. There was some discussion regarding the cost of the bond to water users. There will be a public hearing on the bond and budget articles on January 11, 2006.

Robert H. stated that there is a need to get back to Granliden on their proposal. A meeting was scheduled for January 10, 2006 at 5:30 p.m.

Robert Bell approached the table with an update on his proposed development on Prospect Hill Road. He has put in the plan a second access for emergency that resulted in some changes to the original plan. There was some discussion regarding attaching to the municipal water system and how the costs would be allocated. Robert H. proposed discussing this at the January 10 meeting. Robert B. departed at 6:41.

Larry Dufault arrived to discuss his letter to the Chairman. Charles S. stated that he had invited Mr. Dufalt to attend the meeting as the letter to the Commission was addressed to the Chairman Charles S. and had not been responded to in a timely manner. Robert H. told Mr. Dufault that he and Dave B. have been looking into the issues at the residence in question, Dave B. has been to the property when the pump issues first arose and has been out several times since. Aaron S. feels that this letter should go before the town attorneys because it was sent from a law firm. Mr. Dufault responded that it was simply typed on his business letterhead and was not necessarily of a legal nature. Robert H. stated that the line in question has been tested and looked into, also none of the other residents on the line are having the same issues. The Water & Sewer Department has found nothing to indicate that the problem is in the town line. Dave B. has mentioned that the holding tank is not sealed properly and this can allow grit in the pump chamber perhaps causing the problems with the pumps. Mr. Dufault responded that the chamber is now sealed properly. Robert H. does not know what else the department can do to find the cause for the pump failure. Charles S. would propose looking at the pumps that failed and see what actually happened to them. Mr. Dufault is concerned that running his new pump will result in another failure at a sizable cost. Dave B. gave Mr. Dufault some names of plumbers that would be qualified to check out the situation. Mr. Dufault departed at 7:11 p.m. 

There was some discussion regarding opening the letter that was addressed to Charles Smith, Chairman.

Dave B. reported that the department had located a leak at White Shutters.

Lester David has approached Dave B. with regards to reattaching his property to the municipal water. There was some discussion regarding different ways of running the water lines for this purpose and what had occurred with the property in the past. 

7:45 p.m. Aaron S. made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Tracy N., voted unanimously in the affirmative, so declared by the Chairman.

Submitted by Holly Leonard.
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